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Unit 33 - Whitman County held their April meeting at the Pullman Depot Heritage Center, 
a train station that has been purchased by the Whitman County Historical Society and is 
currently being renovated into a museum.  The unit donated to the renovation project.  

Pictured (left to right) are Rex Davis, Lu Luhring, Annette Pettenger, Penny Bettas, 
Kathy Storment, Linda Marler, Alice Davis, and Don Kackman.
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A message from the president

WSSRA At Work For You

by Linda Averill, Ph.D., president

Communication Paves 
The Way

President   Linda Averill
360-659-0675

seagull3@msn.com
President-Elect

Pam Francis
509-869-0934

pamkf4491@gmail.com
Immediate Past President 

Curt Horne
360-417-1117

curthorne@msn.com
Secretary Eileen Wascisin

360-733-4067     
ejmw@comcast.net

Treasurer Jim Hall
425-822-3227      

NW 1   
425-280-4252

k2sealites@comcast.net
NW 2  

253-838-4827
dbunger@seanet.com

SW 3
253-564-1904

diblair@comcast.net
SW 4  

360-273-5753
magsmomdad@comcast.net
E 5  Norma Haney 

509-966-6441
nhpegasus6@gmail.com

E 6
509-322-0064

E 7  Les Francis
509-926-5021

lfrancis@whitworth.edu
E 8

509-628-9626
jrbmgarner@gmail.com

Historian
Karen Keller

Parliamentarian
Gene Forrester

Journal Editor

-

-

-

-

Join the list today...

Go To WSSRA.ORG 

click on “Join Mail List” 
Join the email list for legislative updates and urgent 
action requests. Your email will not be shared.
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WSSRA At Work For You

A message from the executive director

by Alan Burke, Ed.D., executive director

Representing Your 
Interests

360-413-5496

alan@wssra.org
360-413-5496

michele@wssra.org

since 1947.

-

-

promote the general welfare of 

-

 : 

editor@wssra.org

Upcoming  

June 15, 2019
for July/Aug./Sept. 2019 issue

for Oct./Nov./Dec. 2019 issue

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Legislative News

by Peter Diedrick, legislative director

2019 Legislative Session Truly Unique

Washington State 
Legislature

Toll-Free Hotline:  
1-800-562-6000   

 Website:  leg.wa.gov

2019 Legislative Session Update

-

WSSRA’s Legislative Agenda

-

Senior Citizens Property Tax Freeze

Washington’s Revenue Picture

-

Next Steps

Journal
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WSSR-PAC News

WSSR PAC: Continuing The Task

by Louie Osmonovich, WSSR-PAC president

Please support 
WSSR-PAC 
by making a 
contribution 

today!

Online at:
wssr-pac.org

Check Payable to:  WSSR-PAC
Mail to:  WSSR-PAC Treasurer
       c/o Lora Brabant
       125 West 11th Street
       Port Angeles, WA    
       98362-7709

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-
-

Journal 

Safe traveling and "Happy Trails to You!"
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WSSR Foundation: Convention Baskets 
and Silent Auction Items

Supporting Future Educators

Please Print

Donor Name _________________________________________________________       Phone ____________________________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________ City ____________________ St_____ Zip _________

Donation $__________        In Honor $__________        In Memory $__________  

  

DONATION FORM
WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL RETIREES’ FOUNDATION

 In Honor       $__________  In Honor       $__________ 

Check $__________   #___________

Cash $__________

by Ron Crawford, WSSR Foundation chair

-

-

-

-
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Mike & Sharon Boring - in memory of Carolyn Horne
Gail Feagins - donation
Rita Figlenski - in memory of Dennis Neely
Geraldine Furnia - in memory of Jim Leggett
Karen Keller - in memory of Wilma Groeschell
Pat Lanning - in memory of Jim Leggett
Ed & Edie Moersch - in memory of Carolyn Horne 

and Rick Nebeker
Dorothy Olson - in memory of Rick Nebeker
Barclay Stuart - donation
Margaret Wharton - in memory of Grant Kidrick, Jim 

Leggett, and Rick Nebeker
Marsha Williams - donation
Chelan/Douglas SRA - in memory of Carleton Rice, 

Dorothy Ulrich, Jacklyn Long, Joan Crow, Robert 
Bradford, Shirley Einarsson, Wanda Miller

Kitsap County SRA - in memory of Joanne Hergert
Lewis County SRA - in memory of James Leggett
Renton/South King RSEA - in memory of Claudia 

Roselle, Darrell Johnson, Doris McCarry, Evere 
Hickman, Florence Fardon, Ivan Little, Joseph 
Brabant, Joy Huft, Marilyn Neu, Rick Nebeker, 
Roger Alexander, Ronald Snow, Sanford Heins, 
Sheila Airis, Virginia Greenlee, Wilma Rucker

Sno-Isle SRA - in memory of Eloise Stendal and 
Rick Nebeker

Southwest King SRA - in memory of Pamela Riley 
and Anne Hartley

Yakima County SRA - donation

Foundation 
Contributors

ONLINE 
FOUNDATION DONATION 

Did you know you can make an 
online donation to the WSSR Foun-
dation?  Donations can be a contri-
bution, in honor or in memory of 

someone.  
wssra.org

Foundation link>Donation Form

Achieving Personal 
and Social Well-being

-

-

-

-

-

For Your Health
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Membership:  Strength In Numbers

by Don Parks, state membership committee chair

Your Input is Needed for Membership
Planning at Convention

Contact WSSRA for membership information:  Michele Hunter, michele@wssra.org or 360-413-5496, ext 116

01–Asotin-Pomeroy
02–Chelan/Douglas
03–Clallam County
04–Columbia Basin
05–Grays Harbor/ 

06–Southwest King
07–Jefferson County
08–Kitsap County
09–Kittitas County
11–Lewis County
12–Lower Columbia

14–Mason County
15–Okanogan County
16–East King
18–Pend Oreille
19–Renton-South King
20–Seattle

21–Skagit/Island/San 
Juan
22–Sno-Isle
23–Sno-King
25–Spokane
27–Pierce County

28–Thurston County
29–Benton-Franklin
30–Southwest Wash-
ington
31–Walla Walla-
Columbia

32–Whatcom County
33–Whitman County
34–Yakima County

Do you know a school retiree who should be a member?  Clip this form and ask them to complete and return the form today!

Please Print

(CIRCLE)

(or school district last employed)

-

-
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JOURNAL 
AVAILABLE VIA 

E-MAIL 
Are you interested in 
receiving The Journal 

via email?  

Go to...  W S S R A .ORG 
and sign up today!

Best Practice for 
Awarding Mini-Grants

By Dr. Alan Burke, WSSRA executive director

-

Mini-Grants
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WSSRA Convention 2019

WSSRA 72nd Annual Convention and Delegate Assembly 
June 3 - 5, 2019 in Yakima, Washington

8:30 am   Executive Board
       meeting 

9a - 6p      Registration

1:30 pm    Break-out Session 1

2:45 pm   Break-out Session 2

4:00 pm    Pre-Convention Hearing

5:00 pm    No Host Social

6:00 pm    Awards Banquet

Hospitality Room:
Monday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tuesday, 8:00 am - 11:15 am and  
               1:30 pm-4:30 pm

7:00 am    Invitational Breakfasts 
8:00 am    Registration
9:00 am    Opening Ceremonies
10:15 am  Delegate Assembly -                        
       First Session 
11:25 am  Celebration of Life
12:15 pm  Scholarship Luncheon
1:40 pm    Delegate Assembly - 
        Second Session
2:05 pm    Legislative & WSSR-PAC                                
        workshop
5:30 pm    No Host Social
6:00 pm    Banquet and Installation   

8:00 pm    Tuesday Night Social

 

8:30 am    Breakfast 

9:45 am   2019-2020    
                Leadership Meetings  

12:30 pm  2019-2020 Executive  
       Board Meeting 

The WSSRA Convention 
will be held at the 

Yakima Convention Center 
in Yakima, Washington

-

-

-

-
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Welcome to Yakima Keynote Speaker
Tuesday, June 4 at 9:00 a.m.

WSSRA Convention 2019

Mandy Manning
2018 National Teacher of the Year

2018 Washington Teacher of the Year

-

-

-

-

Yakima welcomes you to the WSSRA 2019 State 
Convention.  While you are in Yakima, there are many 
activity opportunities both at convention and in the sur-
rounding areas.

• Hospitality room
• Hobby room
• WSSR silent auction
• Interesting business meetings
• Tasty meals and fun entertainment

• Stems wines and gifts
• Hotel Maison (art display)
• Windows Alive (store front window art display)
• Dairy Queen
• Olive Garden

• Carousel French Cuisine
• Cowiche Canyon
• Second Street Grill

• Berchman’s Brewing Co.
• Hop Nation Brewing
• AntoLin Cellars
• Kana Winery
• Gilbert Cellars and others

• Yakima Valley Museum
• Central Washington Agricultural Museum

Enjoy your opportunity to connect with old friends and 
meet new ones.  We hope you will enjoy the hospitality 
and sunshine. 
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WSSRA Convention 2019:  Delegate Assembly

2019 WSSRA Bylaw Amendment Change Proposal

Proposed Amendment 1-2019:   3.A.2  

Rationale:

Recommendation:  DO PASS

Section 3.A.  Each Coordinating 
District shall:

1. 
Unit Members.

2. Set a minimum of three (3) 
meeting dates and locations 
per year.

3. -
ing and voting procedures.

4. Recommend to the Nominat-
ing Committee candidates for 

and District Representatives 
as well as replacements for 
vacancies in these positions 
when necessary.

Section 3.A.  Each Coordinating 
District shall:

1. 
Unit Members.

2. Set a minimum of three (3) 
two (2) meeting dates and 
locations per year.

3. -
ing and voting procedures.

4. Recommend to the Nominat-
ing Committee candidates for 

and District Representatives 
as well as replacements for 
vacancies in these positions 
when necessary.

Section 3.A.  Each Coordinating 
District shall:

1. 
Unit Members.

2. Set a minimum of two (2) 
meeting dates and locations 
per year.

3. -
ing and voting procedures.

4. Recommend to the Nominat-
ing Committee candidates for 

and District Representatives 
as well as replacements for 
vacancies in these positions 
when necessary.

-
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Sharon Hoseley
for East 8 District 
Representative

-

-

Candidate Statements

Bob Duke
for President-Elect 2019-2020

WSSRA Convention 2019:  Delegate Assembly

Ron Crawford
for Southwest 4 
District 
Representative

Platform
-

Educational Background

Work Experience

WSSRA Involvement

-
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WSSRA Around The State

What’s happening in...

NORTHWEST-1

Unit 21 Skagit/Island/
San Juan: Bar-
bara Robinson

-

Phil Brock-
man

-

Unit 22  Sno-Isle:

-

-
-

Gloria Kawa-
bori

-

Unit 23 Sno-King:

-

Karen 
McElliott

-

-
Linda 

Fitzgerald -

-

-

Boys in the Boat

NORTHWEST-2

Unit 6 Southwest King: 
Karen Adlum 

-

-

NW-1 

3 
SW-3 

11 

28 
27 

SW-3 

   SW-4 

6   16   19   20 

5 

NW 2
14 

22     23 

      15   
E-6 

12 

           

           

 

32 

21 

7 

E-5 

30 
1   Asotin County-Pomeroy (E-8) 12  Lower Columbia (SW-4) 25  Spokane Area (E-7) 
2   Chelan-Douglas (E-6) 14  Mason (SW-3) 27  Pierce (SW-3) 
3   Clallam (SW-3) 15  Okanogan (E-6) 28  Thurston (SW-4) 
4   Columbia Basin (E-6) 16  East King (NW-2) 29  Benton-Franklin (E-8) 
5   Grays Harbor-Pacific (SW-4) 18  Pend Oreille (E-7) 30  Southwest Washington (SW-4) 
6   SW King (NW-2) 19  Renton-South King (NW-2) 31  Walla Walla-Columbia (E-8) 
7   Jefferson (SW-3) 20  Seattle (NW-2) 32  Whatcom (NW-1) 
8   Kitsap (SW-3) 21  Skagit/Island/San Juan (NW-1)  33  Whitman (E-7) 
9   Kittitas (E-5) 22  Sno-Isle (NW-1) 34  Yakima (E-5) 
11 Lewis (SW-4) 23  Sno-King (NW-1)  

         34                 

                    

9 

2 

4 

29 31 

18 

25 

   E-8 

E-7 

1 

33 

8 

Washington State School Retirees’ Association 
 

Nominating Regions, Districts and Local Units 
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WSSRA Around The State

-

Keitha 
Bryson

Keitha

-
Bill and Nancy Tracy

Unit 16 East King:  
-

Shirlee 
Hall, Pat Jovag, Jeani 
Goodrich

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Robert Fletcher
Shirlee and Jim Hall

-

-

Unit 19 Renton/South 
King:

Karen Jones, Su-
sanne Perez,  Tina Un-
derdahl

-

WA Dept. of Retirement Systems (TRS, PRS)
1-800-547-6657          

PEBB and Health Care Authority 
(health insurance)
1-800-200-1004        

SHIBA - Statewide Health Insurance 
                1-800-562-6900     

Social Security Administration (SSA)
1-800-325-0778          

1-866-227-7457           
Mike Tucker, state president
Doug Shadel, Washington state director 

Senior Citizens’ Lobby   
360-754-0207      
WSSRA Liaison:  Gene Forrester

-

Karen Jones Tina Un-
derdahl

-

-

Susanne 
Perez, Sharon Rasmussen, 

Unit 16 

and Jeani 

requests.
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Robin Stroben,  Tina 
Underdahl 

-

Linda Averill

-
Alan 

Burke

Kris Ripley

Rachel Almeleh, Joan Mor-
genstern, Susanne Perez, 
Eleanor Raschkow, Susan 
Scholtes, Robin Stroben, 
Tina Underdahl.

Unit 20 Seattle:

-

-

-

-
-

SOUTHWEST-3
Unit 3 Clallam Co.:

-
-

Lora 
Brabant
Beverly Brown

Lora

-

-

-

-

Unit 8 Kitsap County:
-

Jim 
Hunt, Craig Miller, Cheryl 
Miller, Sandy Deason, Alli-
sion Morris, Doris Bucher, 
Cathy McVicker and Patty 
Marz 

-

-
-

Lane Dowell

R bi S b Ti

Luanne Van Werven)

WSSRA Around The State
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WSSRA Around The State

Marion Hughes
WSSRA President, 2001-2002

Marion Hughes, WSSRA President in 2001-02, 
passed away on April 6, 2019.  Marion was born, 
raised, and educated in New Mexico where he 
met his wife of 69 years, Gervadine.  Marion was 
an educator in the Richland School District for 
25 years and maintained a lifelong passion for 
supporting programs designed to give all kids 
a great education.  

In addition to his work in schools, Marion en-
joyed boating on the Columbia River and San 
Juan Islands. He was a Clover Island Yacht Club 
Commodore and International Order of the Blue 
Gavel past president.

During his presidency at WSSRA, Marion fo-
cused on new methods to increase membership, 
especially concentrating on areas of the state 
underrepresented relative to overall regional 
population. In addition, he worked with the 
leadership from AARP-WA and RPEC to coor-
dinate legislative advocacy regarding emerging 
senior issues. Included in his advocacy agenda 
was assuring that the WSSRA-PAC was success-
ful in its formation and in meeting goals.  Finally, 
he worked with advocacy partners on a bill to 
separate retirement plans from direct control 
of the legislature to a dedicated government 
board. 

children, nine grandchildren, and eleven great-
grandchildren. 

Remembering 

-
-

Unit 27 Pierce County:

-

-

-
-
-

-
-

Dr. Alan Burke
-

-
-

Bob Duke -

-

SOUTHWEST-4
Unit 5 Grays Harbor Pa-

Dr. Bill Carter

-

Bill

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-
-

Noel McRae

-

Unit 28 Thurston County:

-

-
-

-

-

-
Jo 

Edwards

Pam Francis 

WSSRA Around The State

-
-

Unit 11 Lewis County:  

Alan Burke,

-

 Alan -

Unit 12 Lower Columbia: 

-

-

Unit 22 

winners, Rita 

Steve Harvey 
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WSSRA Around The State

Unit 30 Southwest Wash-
ington (Vancouver):

eanie Anderson
Waneta Filbin -

-
Karen Douglass

Karen

-

-

-

-
-

-

Dr. Alan 
Burke 

-

-

-

-
Mina 

Milligan

-

-

The Murder Of Joann Dewey 
In Vancouver, Washington

-

-

EAST-5

Unit 34 Yakima Co.: 
-

EAST-6
Unit 2 Chelan-Douglas:

-



Page 20 The Journal May, June 2019

Gayle Talbot, Linda Bishop, 
 Karen Schafer

Gayle
Karen -

-

Wanda Harrison, Bev 
Gilliland, Lois Palek 

Unit 15 Okanogan: 
Jennie Hedington, Carol 
Payne,  Rita Figlen-
ski

-

-

-

-

Penny Garrison
Maralee Bowling, 
Jennie Hedington, 

Rita Fi-
glenski,

Michele Fancher
-
-

Heather Downey

Sue Hand

WSSRA Around The State

-

Unit 4 Columbia Basin:

-

MaryLu Martin

Lynn Frey

-
Hoseley.  Steve 
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WSSRA Around The State

-

EAST-7
Unit 18 Pend Oreille Co.:

-

-

Pam Nichols

Dave 
Myer -

Sandra Ellersick
Ken 

Perin -
Sandra

Sylvia Richards

Unit 25 Spokane Area: 

Brad 
Beal Bill 
Marvin Marilyn 
Richards Kathy 
Beal

Bill Marvin

-
-

-

Les Francis -

-

-

-
-

-
-

-
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Unit 31 Walla 

and community 

WSSRA Around The State

-

-

-

-

-

-

Unit 33 Whitman Co.: 
-

-

-

-

Kathy Storment

EAST-8

Unit 1 Asotin-Pomeroy:

-
Steve 

Stroschein

-

Sharon Hoseley

Bonnie Hill
-

The End of Alzheimer’s 
“The First Program to Pre-
vent and Reverse Cognitive 
Decline,”

(top)

(middle) 
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Bonnie Hill Sheryl 
Andrews
Judie Hanley
Kay Andersen

-

Kathi 
Meshishnek

Judy Jacobe

Unit 29 Benton-Franklin:

-
-
-
-

Alan Burke

-

-

Don Parks
Don 

ADDRESS CHANGES
Please Notify:

Membership Coordinator:  
Michele Hunter

michele@wssra.org

Phone: 360-413-5496, ext 116

WSSRA, 4726 Pacific Ave SE, 
Lacey WA  98503

Ardith Ea-
kin.   Ardith

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

Linda Averill -

Unit 31 Walla Walla/Co-
lumbia:  

-

-

-

WSSRA Around The State

-

-

Jackie Ormsby

-

Dee 
Aichele

Honorary Lifetime Membership
To be considered for Honorary Lifetime Membership, a member 
must have reached their 90th birthday and have been an active, 
contributing member of WSSRA for at least 20 years.

Danny Beatty, Unit 21 Skagit/Island/San Juan
Elizabeth “Mickee” Crowe, Unit 2 Chelan/Douglas
Clayton Engebretsen, Unit 22 Sno-Isle
Clarice Glenn, Unit 29 Benton/Franklin
Louise Gustafson, Unit 29 Benton/Franklin
Jean Hayes, Unit 27 Pierce County
Gerry Jarvis, Unit 30 Southwest WA/Vancouver
Crystal Johanson, Unit 22 Sno-Isle
William “Bill” Laws, Unit 15 Okanogan County
Colleen Pock, Unit 15 Okanogan County
Gertrude “Trudy” Slingland, Unit 27 Pierce Co.
Wilma Stellingwerf, Unit 2 Chelan/Douglas
Reidar Ytgard, Unit 21 Skagit/Island/San Juan



Ask a friend to join us
Washington State School Retirees’ Association

Dedicated to preserving, protecting and improving

The mission of WSSRA is to...

school retirees.
• propose legislation and legislative action that will enhance 

school retirees’ lives.
• provide the support necessary to strengthen local units of 

WSSRA.
• foster involvement by school retirees in educational and com-

munity activities and organizations.
• communicate to local units the activities and priorities of 

personnel.
• represent all present and future Washington state school 

Don’t delay – ask today

Vision

The Journal
Washington State School Retirees’ Association PAID

WSSRA will provide leadership
 and promote action relevant

to all retired and active school personnel.

Change Service Requested


